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Warnings mounted before library slaying 


Accused stabber battles mental illness, lawyer says 


By Mark Arsenault, Travis 
Andersen, and John R. Ellement 


GLOBE STAFF 


WOBURN — For years before the 
bloodshed, the warning signs around Jef- 


frey Yao became clearer. 


Fellow students, neighbors, police — 
even Yao himself — saw troubling evi- 
dence of mental illness in the Winchester 
man. On several occasions, residents and 
former classmates said they warned 
school or law enforcement officials that 


Yao was dangerously erratic. 


In 2012, a former schoolmate said he 
reported Yao to Winchester school ad- 


cords show. 


ministrators as a possible “threat to stu- 


dent safety.” In September, Yao told police 
he was hearing voices in his head and 
thought about hurting himself, court re- 


On Saturday, authorities say the 23- 
year-old brought a 10-inch knife to his lo- 
cal library and slashed a young woman to 
death in a seemingly random attack. 

Yao was ordered held without bail 
Monday after pleading not guilty to mur- 
der charges in Woburn District Court, 
where his lawyer, J.W. Carney Jr., said Yao 
suffers from a chronic mental illness that 
clearly played a role in the assault. 

“Jeff has a long history of mental ill- 
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Lester Taber, 77, tried to stop the attack on Deane 
Kenny Stryker in the Winchester library Saturday 


SLAYING, Page A8 and was slashed across his upper arm. 


‘The idea is to create a hub of activity not just for seniors but for all ages.’ 


TERESA ARNOLD, executive director of the Council on Aging in Salem 
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Paul MacDonald, 70, Bruce Goodwin, 73, Stuart Hudson, 71, and John Justice, 75, took part in a karate class at Plymouth’s 
Center for Active Living. Centers seek to attract baby boomers and younger seniors with martial arts and other activities. 


Not-so- senior moments 


Centers are undergoing transformations, not the least being what to call them 


Jeannette McKay and Rick Maloney joined a “Naughty Nookers” 


dance class at their Plymouth center. 


By Robert Weisman 
GLOBE STAFF 
t some senior centers across the state, you can 
find yoga and Zumba, free-form drumming, and 
Chinese martial arts — almost everything except 
the word “senior.” 

That’s fine with Beth Webber, 61, who last 
month started visiting Plymouth’s newly re- 
named Center for Active Living, which was simply called 
the Senior Center when it opened in 2012. After sweating 
through a cardio-plus-weights dance class on a recent 
morning with two dozen others ranging in age from their 
50s to 80s, Webber said her initial reservations about com- 
ing to the center had been put to rest. 

“I was reluctant to join,’ Webber said. “I imagined it 
would be chair dancing.” 

Downstairs in the spacious neocolonial-style building, 
about a dozen mostly older women sat around a large table 
knitting and talking. They were enthusiastic about the re- 
branding. “We like it,’ said 81-year-old Juanita Ward. “ ‘Se- 
nior’ makes it sound too old, and we're not old.” 

As America grays, community-run senior centers are in 
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Marijuana 
regulators 
stall lounge 
licensing 


But panel says pot shops can 
open in July as scheduled 


By Dan Adams 
GLOBE STAFF 

State regulators voted Monday to limit the roll- 
out of recreational marijuana sales in July, postpon- 
ing licensing of home delivery services and pot 
lounges while allowing retail shops and their sup- 
pliers to open as scheduled. 

The Cannabis Control Commission had been un- 
der pressure to delay delivery and “social consump- 
tion” operations from Governor Charlie Baker and 
other political figures, law enforcement officials, 
and medical marijuana business interests, who had 
argued the nascent agency was trying to do too 
much at the outset and would struggle to oversee so 
many different types of op- 
erations. 

“The administration is 
pleased that the commis- 
sion has decided to primar- 
ily focus on establishing 
safe and responsible regu- 
lated retail sales as Mass. 
continues to implement 
this law,” Baker said in re- 
sponse to the vote. 

The agency’s five com- 
missioners, however, insist- 
ed they were not bowing to 
the governor, but rather they needed more time to 
work out rules aimed at preventing impaired driv- 
ing, under-age sales, and other complexities. 

In voting for the delay, they simultaneously 
pledged to have regulations for delivery and social 
consumption outfits ready within a year — and, ina 
major concessions to activists, only grant those li- 
censes to people affected by the battle against 
drugs. 


Panel head Steve 
Hoffman saw need 
to compromise. 
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Trump shifts 
focus away from 
gun proposals 


Believes he’d have rushed 
into school without weapon 


By Mike DeBonis and Anne Gearan 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Trump stopped 
short Monday of a full-throated endorsement of 
any legislative proposals to tighten gun restric- 
tions while lawmakers insisted that the fate of any 
changes lay in the president’s hands. 

While Senate leaders explored the possibility 
of passing a modest improvement to the national 
background-check system for firearm buyers, 
House action was uncertain, and Trump again 
turned attention away from guns and toward the 
various security breakdowns that preceded the 
Feb. 14 rampage inside Marjory Stoneman Doug- 
las High School in Parkland, Fla., that left 17 
dead. 

Hosting dozens of governors at the White 
House on Monday, Trump reserved his harshest 
criticism for a local sheriff’s deputy who remained 
outside the school while Nikolas Cruz, the alleged 
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In the news 
A winter’s fairy tale 


Tuesday: Delightful, sunny. 
High 49-54, low 37-42. 


Wednesday: More of the same. 


High 54-59, low 39-44. 
High tide: 8:29, 9:10. 
Sunrise: 6:23. Sunset: 5:31. 
Complete report, B9. 
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Four men were convicted in 

Boston of conspiring to help 
the violent transnational MS- 
13 gang. B1. 


Avid Technology ousted its 
chief executive over allega- 
tions of inappropriate behav- 
ior in the workplace. C1. 


The state plans to close the 
Lemuel Shattuck Hospital and 
move inpatient services to the 
Boston Medical Center. C1. 


The Supreme Court declined 
to clear the way for the 
Trump administration to end 
protections for about 
700,000 young undocument- 
ed immigrants. A2. 


It’s official: J.D. Martinez is a 
Red Sox member after tweaks 
were made to his deal. D1. 


US wants Joyce’s lawyer 


off corruption case 


Alleges conflict 
of interest in 


cluding a backdated invoice for 
Dunkin’ Donuts coffee that 
Joyce had received for free, 
prosecutors alleged in a motion 


SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF 
PUBLIC UNITY — Several hundred union members 
packed a rally outside a fire station in downtown 
Boston Monday to protest an attempt to weaken public 
sector unions through a case being argued before the 
Supreme Court. “This court case is all about dividing 
workers,” Mayor Martin J. Walsh said. C1. 


politician’s trial 


By Andrea Estes 
GLOBE STAFF 

Federal prosecutors have 
asked a judge to disqualify 
prominent defense attorney 
Howard Cooper from repre- 
senting Brian Joyce in his cor- 
ruption trial, arguing that the 
former senator “entangled” 
him in a coverup. 

Cooper submitted “false and 
misleading” answers to the 
state Ethics Commission, in- 


filed Monday. Cooper told the 
commission that Joyce had 
paid full price for the coffee, 
which Joyce gave to his Senate 
colleagues as gifts. 

Defense attorneys typically 
rely on information provided 
by clients in preparing their 
cases. But prosecutors allege 
Cooper has a conflict of interest 
because he “was a participant 
in, and has first-hand knowl- 
edge of” key events at issue in 
the trial. Prosecutors indicated 
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